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Mr. Speaker, we must get this policy 

right. As I said, we must get this policy 
right. 

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that 
these reforms are about maintaining 
the American value of generosity, a 
generosity that says no American 
should go to bed hungry each night. 
But, Mr. Speaker, it also strengthens 
that great American tradition of self- 
efficiency that compels us to work to 
improve our own stations in life. 

By doing this, by modernizing SNAP, 
by making these changes that 
incentivize work, encouraging collabo-
ration, and promote and improve ac-
cess, we will be ensuring better nutri-
tion for our American families. And, as 
budgets tighten in our country and 
across this government, we will be pre-
serving a program that must be pre-
served for future generations. 

f 

HONORING JIM HASLAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, one of the finest men I have 
ever known, Jim Haslam, turns 87 
today. 

Mr. Haslam is one of the greatest 
leaders Tennessee has ever had, and he 
is certainly our greatest philan-
thropist. 

He came to the University of Ten-
nessee at the age of 17 to play football 
for the legendary football coach, Gen-
eral Robert Neyland. He played on 
some of the greatest teams in Ten-
nessee history, teams that won almost 
every game, losing only four games in 
the 3 years that Jim Haslam played. 

In 1958, he bought a small gas station 
in Gate City, Virginia, on the Ten-
nessee line. I believe I read at one point 
that he paid just $6,000 for that four- 
pump station. Through much hard 
work and long hard hours, he slowly 
built that one little gas station into 
the Pilot Flying J chain. He is still in-
volved in the business today. 

We frequently tell people in the mili-
tary: Thank you for your service. 

That is a good thing to do. However, 
we don’t show nearly enough apprecia-
tion for people who start small busi-
nesses, turn them into bigger busi-
nesses, and provide good jobs for people 
and their families. 

The Pilot Flying J Company now has 
over 750 travel centers in 43 States and 
in Canada, and provides jobs for over 
27,000 people. Very few people in this 
world can say that they are providing 
jobs for 27,000 people. 

Jim Haslam has now contributed 
over $100 million to the University of 
Tennessee. He and his family have con-
tributed very large sums of money to 
almost every good cause in east Ten-
nessee, in addition to the university. 

He and his wife, Natalie, do not just 
contribute money. They are very ac-
tive in all sorts of civic and charitable 
groups in Knoxville. 

He is also a very patriotic man and 
has great love for this country. He 

served his country in our Nation’s mili-
tary. 

He is one of the biggest contributors 
to the Republican Party in this Nation 
and is personally involved in many 
campaigns. He has been a very good 
friend and supporter for both me and 
my late father, and I am very grateful 
to him. 

Most important of all, Jim Haslam 
has been a good family man. He and his 
late wife raised three children. Then, 
many years ago, he married Natalie, a 
longtime friend; and between them, 
they raised six outstanding children. 

One of his sons, Bill Haslam, is our 
great Governor in Tennessee and a 
chairman of the Republican Governors 
Association. 

His other son, Jimmy Haslam, now 
leads the Pilot Flying J Company and 
owns and operates the Cleveland 
Browns football team. 

Through hard work, honesty, dedica-
tion, and simple human kindness, Jim 
Haslam has lived the American Dream. 
He has touched thousands of lives in 
good and positive ways. This Nation is 
the greatest country in the history of 
this world because of people like Jim 
Haslam. This Nation is a better place 
today because of the life he has led. I 
salute him on his 87th birthday and 
give him best wishes for many, many 
more. 

f 

GRANDFATHER RANGER DISTRICT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Grandfather Rang-
er District of the Pisgah National For-
est and community partners. 

Recently, the Grandfather Ranger 
District of the Pisgah National Forest 
received the coveted 2017 Restored and 
Resilient Landscapes Award from the 
U.S. Forest Service southern region. 

The Ranger District received this 
award due to efforts to produce a 
healthy and more diverse forest. This 
project, which began in 2012, has ex-
ceeded its goal of restoring 40,000 acres 
of forest for parkgoers to enjoy. 

Specifically, collaborative partners 
have worked together to remove under-
story fuels to decrease wildfire risk, re-
store shortleaf pines, and increase 
wildlife openings, while improving 
areas for deer and other wildlife to for-
age. 

These combined efforts of the Grand-
father Ranger District and collabo-
rative partners have yielded fantastic 
results for our community and our for-
ests. 

I know that these efforts will benefit 
generations of outdoor enthusiasts and 
conservationists for years to come. I 
salute the Grandfather Ranger District 
and the many partners who earn the 
Restored and Resilient Landscapes 
Award. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. YODER) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God of the universe, we 
give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

Lord, You are powerful and strong, 
yet You bend to Your people and show 
them mercy and sustaining grace. 

Help the leaders of our Nation make 
wise decisions in our day. May they 
look to You for guidance every step of 
the way until we stand in Your light 
forever. Set us all on a path that will 
lead to peace and security. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
LAWRENCE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. LAWRENCE led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

URGING PRESIDENT TO NOMINATE 
A SOCIAL SECURITY COMMIS-
SIONER 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 
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